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May 7, 1963 


Dear Clark: 

I would be grataful if you would ask tha Joint Chiafs to ad- 
drass thamaalvaa to tha following flva questions which 
remain much on my mind. I shall, of course, wish to have 
your observations on tha Joint Chiefs' views. 

1. What can we do to get additional help to Westmoreland 
if he becomes involved in another major enemy offensive ? 

2 . >Vhat is tha status of our plans to strengthen tha Strategic 
Reserve V How can they be further expedited T- When do we 
need to call up additional reservee ? Will anything more be 
required in the way of Congressional action? 

3. What is the states of US/GVN plans for expanding tee 
Armed Force# of South Vietnam? What are the target oper- 
ational dates for the new units 7 How realistic are the forecasts 
of operational readiness ? 

4. What are the critical equipment and personnel shortages 
which mast be overcome if the foregoing plans are to be ex- 
ecuted on time ? 

5. Are the Secretary of State, Secretary of Defense, and 
Joint Chiefs of Staff satisfied that we are running no unacceptable 
risks in this period of reduced strategic capabilities ? What 
happens if the enemy increased pressures in Laos, Thailand, 
Korea, tbs Middle Seat, or elsewhere ? 


Sincerely, 



Honorable Clark Clifford 
Secretary of Defease 
Washington, D. C. 
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